EPILOGUE
north the German Emperor had fled. On November n the
Germans accepted an armistice.
The War as a whole had cost twelve million lives, with at
least double that number of maimed or otherwise injured for
life. It had left great areas of north-eastern France devastated,
and taken also a very heavy toll of the world's shipping, prin-
cipally British. Great Britain, Ireland, and the independent
Dominions under the British Crown had lost over one million
men, the Italians much the same, and the French, including
their colonial troops, from a third to a half more; the Russians
some unknown number, but over two million; Serbia half its
adult male population; etc.
The various treaties of peace that followed, imposed by the
victors, dismembered the Austrian Empire, erecting indepen-
dent Slav nations outside the core of Germans and Magyars.
Poland was recalled to life, and, what was of capital importance
for the future, given her ancient sea province of the Pomorze,
separating from the rest of Prussia the isolated Protestant and
German province of East Prussia. Alsace-Lorraine returned
to the French. The Italians, in spite of their sacrifices, obtained
little more than the port of Trieste, which was Italian-speaking
and, as a matter of course, the frontier of the Alps, which gave
them all the Italian districts hitherto under Austrian domination
and a small wedge of German-speaking population south of
the Alpine passes. The great mass of the German colonies
were taken over by Britain and the Dominions. These terms
were largely influenced by the United States through then-
President, Woodrow Wilson, who also included in the main
treaty the erection of a sort of Parliament of peoples, called the
League of Nations, framed on lines laid down by the philosopher
Kant, and having its seat in Calvin's city of Geneva. Great
Britain took over, by what was called a mandate, Palestine,
which was to be made a national home for the Jewish people,
thus creating a new land frontier with the French in Syria to
the north of it. She also indirectly controlled a new state set
up in Mesopotamia containing a large supply of oil. But the
effort to hold Constantinople failed, and the Turks wholly
defeated the Greeks who had been sent forward to attack them
in this connection. The Communist Government of Russia had
attempted to overrun Poland in the previous year, 1921, but
saw its armies totallv defeated outside Warsaw.
633

